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KHSI Expo 2010 Several PCKHA members were privileged to attend the Expo this year. Marking the celebra�tion of KHSI’s 25th anniversary, sheep geneticist Dr. Charles Parker gave a special presentation at Lincoln University, Jefferson City, Missouri on September 17th after dinner.


 The title of the 25th Anniver�sary presentation was “From Silver to Gold: Continuing the Katahdin Dream.”  He told us that in 1987 twenty-three breeders were accepted as charter members and began registering Katahdin sheep after a nationwide inspection. Now, 25 years later, KHSI has over 500 members and more than 70,000 registrations have been com�pleted. These numbers put KHSI consistently among the top 6 sheep breeds, and our registry is one of the few that have increased since 2000.Katahdin registrations have doubled in the last decade, averaging 5,000 a year in the last 5 years. 


 Dr Parker spoke on the future of sheep in next 25 yrs. The “holy grail” of meat production “pounds of quality lamb weaned per ewe” is a measure of ewe productivity that is likely to become the profitability trait of the 21st century.


 Sheep industry growth has been astounding in many areas of the country, 160% increase in total numbers since 1996.


 He says Katahdins are heading the only segment of the U.S. sheep industry to show growth in the past 20 years. Their shedding coat, parasite resistance, mothering ability, and prolificacy have put them at the top of a newly emerging interest in raising hair sheep. “That’s a historic impact”


 Katahdins have also enrolled 50 flocks, 10% of KHSI membership, in the National Sheep Improvement Program (NSIP). This is 1/3 of all flocks of all breeds enrolled.


 


  








July at Powell, Ohio; Katahdins are one of just four easy-care breeds commercial lamb producers should consider for their ewe flock, sheep geneticist Dr. Kreg Leymaster told shepherds gathered for a regional genetics conference on “Breeding Sheep for a More Profitable Flock.”  Leymaster was one of four geneticists who spoke at the meeting sponsored by the Ohio Sheep Improvement Association and American Sheep Industry Association. Using a stabilized composite breed like the Katahdin offers a simpler way for commercial producers to take advantage of easy-care prolific genetics. But Leymas�ter said commercial shepherds should purchase from breeders who are making genetic progress through a program that results in Estimated Progeny Differences (EPDs). Ewe prolificacy, milking ability, and the pounds of lamb she weans are key maternal traits that can be improved by using EPDs. 


 The speakers’ domi�nant theme was that shepherds should favor ewes that raise twin and triplet lambs—without assistance from the shepherd. Leymaster identified five key traits of a commercial ewe: 


• She doesn’t need any indi�vidual attention. 


• She raises more than one lamb. 


• The ewe and her lambs bond at birth, and lambs nurse quickly. 


• Her milk meets the lambs’ growth potential. 


• Her lambs survive and thrive without intervention.


Leymaster reiterated that the top three sheep profitability factors were identified 20 years ago and still apply: percentage of ewes lambing; number of lambs born; and lamb survival. He added that producers should not be limited to a goal of raising twins; some ewes can raise triplets efficiently. 


As reported by Richard Gilbert, Ohio KHSI member in both the Shepherd and the Hairald





 The keynote speaker on terminal sires, Dr. David Notter, formerly of Virginia Tech and now working at the U.S. Sheep Experiment Station at Du�Bois, Idaho, has studied the relation�ship between muscling and carcass value. For commodity markets, rams that sire fast-growing lambs should be favored over those that appear to be more muscled, Notter said. Like Leymaster, he said maternal qualities are the key to profitability regardless of sire breed.


 KHSI honorary life member Dr. Charles Parker, Ohio State University professor emeritus of animal science, addressed his�tory, trends, and issues in sheep genetics. Parker said the system has “stalled out on 18th century genetics” and advised attendees to crossbreed with a prolific breed or get Katahdins. 


Noting that the current aver�age U.S. lambing percentage is only 108 percent, he said, “That is sick. Miserable job. You can’t select for singles for 50 years and expect to have twins. Tradition is the greatest predator we have. It isn’t coyotes.”  


Check out the news;


 Across America more and more articles are being published about Hair Sheep and Katahdins are one of the top two breeds that are getting the most attention. The Shepherd and Sheep have some interesting articles on this fast growing segment of the sheep industry. They fit well into a sustainable agriculture model and with those who wish to reduce time and management with their small ruminants.


 Hobby Farms quotes Dr Charles Parker as saying


”US sheep inventory shows that between 2000 and 2005, hair sheep breed registrations increased 83.5% while all other breeds combined decreased by 14%. Katahdins and Dorpers alone accounted for 15.6% of total sheep breed registrations”


 “Hair sheep have above average milk production as well as increased lambing percentages, mothering abilities, disease and parasite resistance and more.”
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Join US!                                 


 If you aren’t a member of KHSI, become one. � HYPERLINK "http://www.khsi.org/"�http://www.khsi.org� You get four beautiful color copies of the Katahdin Hairald online and by mail.


Place free ads on the KHSI website and magazine.


 Fees are less and free handouts are available.





Join your local group PCKHSA at � HYPERLINK "http://paccoastkat.org/"�http://paccoastkat.org�  We have free classifieds for members and an “Ask the Vet” link.  


 Our site is growing with more information, more members, events and pictures.





 Social networking is a fast growing way to connect with buyers, share pictures,  stories and educate the public. PCKHSA has a Facebook page; � HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=41380&id=165881396776844&saved#!/group.php?gid=317587374481" �http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=41380&id=165881396776844&saved#!/group.php?gid=317587374481�  Check it out!








Our Mission Statement                                                               The Pacific Coast Katahdin Hair Sheep Association (PCKHSA) is committed to promoting Katahdin Hair Sheep as a superior meat, milk, and breeding source, and helping our members develop marketing outlets for the meat, milk, and breeding stock. We are dedicated to improving the breed through selective breeding, inspections and culling programs. We will share and increase our knowledge and skills through participation in educational programs.
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Classifieds          


Two Registered Katahdin Rams. 10 months old, both from triplets. Extremely healthy, nice rams. $250.00 each. Call 707-785-2982 or 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:juliebea@hughes.net" �juliebea@hughes.net�  Pictures available, please email and ask. Delivery negotiable.





Reserve your 2011 lambs now! These sheep lamb easily on their own, shed well & have been selected for good growth, size, muscling, lbs of lamb weaned per ewe and milking ability while keeping all the good easy-care Katahdin traits.�Lambing out of season as yearlings and again 7 months later. 225% lamb crop weaned.�Testing neg for OPP. Certified Scrapie Free, NSIP.�RR rams $375, QR rams $300, ewes and ewe lambs $275, discounts on 3 or more.�Contact Karen Kenagy 503-351-6978 http://paccoastkat.org.�Email for pictures or contact Karen at � HYPERLINK "mailto:krkenagy@hotmail.com" �krkenagy@hotmail.com�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.krkkatahdins" �www.krkkatahdins� 


 See KRK Katahdins on Facebook





YOUR AD HERE!


 Remember as a member you can place a free ad on the PCKHSA site and it will also automatically be added to the next newsletter.


 Let people know what you have or what you are looking for.


 We can also help each other out by referring interested parties to each other when we know what is available from different member’s flocks.


                                                                               























ach farm. We canRR





Filkins Livestock 4408 Wible Rd. Bakersfield California 93313 661-832-1150 Katahdins 2009 lambs available this spring. Mylon Filkins DVMRegistered Katahdin ram lambs in SW Oregon. Sire is RR, white with good size. Dams are from scrapie certified flock. Our flock is well maintained. We strive for healthy animals who are easy birthing. Available June 2009. Delivery available for expenses. Call for more information. Bill and Susan Orr 541-831-6957, Eagle Point.


Registered Katahdin ram lambs in SW Oregon. Sire is RR, white with good size. Dams are from scrapie certified flock. Our flock is well maintained. We strive for healthy animals who are easy birthing. Available June 2009. Delivery available for expenses. Call for more information. Bill and Susan Orr 541-831-6957, Eagle Point.


Registered Katahdin ram lambs in SW Oregon. Sire is RR, white with good size. Dams are from scrapie certified flock. Our flock is well maintained. We strive for healthy animals who are easy birthing. Available June 2009. Delivery available for expenses. Call for more information. Bill and Susan Orr 541-831-6957, Eagle Point.






